QUEST FOR TRUTH
Sir, I write in response to Prof Moskowitz's letter Orthodontic stimulus (BDJ 2010; 208: 439). The aetiology of malocclusion must be the most fundamental of all the unexplained areas in orthodontics, and without it we lack a scientifi c foundation upon which to build our philosophy. Orthodontists and many of the dental profession have made the assumption that malocclusion is predominantly genetic in origin. There is much evidence to suggest that this should be challenged and I feel that a debate would provide a level playing fi eld to do this.
Is no one within the profession concerned that we are treating malocclusion without knowing the cause or showing an interest in fi nding out? More than a year has passed since my guest editorial A black swan? was published (BDJ 2009; 206: 393) without any action, and repeated approaches to the GDC and BOS have been spurned.
May I request that the orthodontic speciality converses with me in these pages, which also provide a level playing fi eld. It need not be circus-like or divisive; we have an editorial board and we should act professionally. Ultimately we will be judged by our words. Lack of engagement in an open conversation is lack of engagement in science, and this should be a quest for the truth: the mission of this journal and of all scientists.
I would appeal to the whole profession, regardless of your opinion, on the cause of malocclusion: if you feel that this subject should be investigated could you please send me your views (mikemew@ gmail.com). The idea of coming under the umbrella of the BDA is not one we would entertain as the DTA feels strongly that it should cater for the individual needs of its members, which are invariably different to those of other DCPs.
M. Mew By email
However, the DTA has historically formed what might be termed 'marriages' with other bodies, within and without the dental profession, for mutual benefi t. Most recently, we have become keen members and supporters of the Dental Alliance and the DTA takes an active role in the All Party Parliamentary Group for Dentistry.
The DTA regards itself as a key member of the dental family of professional associations while retaining its individuality and recognising and appreciating that quality in other DCP associations. We look forward to continuing to work closely with all of our partners.
J. Stacey DTA President
